ACTIVE FOREST
MANAGEMENT

IN TOWN FORESTS

An Introduction to the Management of Municipal Forested
Lands inVermont

Ethan Tapper, Chittenden County Forester, FPR



OVERVIEW

-

History of Town Forests In
VT

Why Manage?
Making a Plan.

-

-

-

Implementation
Followup/Follow Through

-




Early Vermont Forest History

r Peak of ~80% deforestation around
1850, mostly for sheep pasture.

r Loss of many species of wildlife.

r Widespread environmental
degradation.
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Early Town Forests

Following the landscap¢ evel effects of extractive |
towards public | andesarbleygahnh90d®Mod.ate 1800

In 1915 Vermont passed legislation enabling municipalities to acquire properties for
the purpose of forest management.

0 The statute describes municipal forests as being:

ca tract of land primarily devoted to producing wood products, maintaining wildlife
habitat, protecting water supplies, providing forest recreation and conservation
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education. 6

State would pay a portion of the reforestation and acquisition costs for new Town
Forests.

Early statutes give the Commissioner of FPR some advisory and management
authority over Town ForestsAbility to access FPR foresters (County Foresters,
Municipal Foresters), at no charge influenced active management on these lands.
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Town Forests In
Vermont Today

oTown Foresto is any for

Designation no longeentitles a town to additional
benefits.

Community Forests, Municipal Forests, Town Forests,
Natural Areas, Conservation Areas, Country Parks in
168+ Towns of Vermont.

Many newer Town Forests haweonservation
easements---acquired in partnership with
conservation organizations and grants from a variety
of sources.

Managed for avariety of uses usually based on the
specific features of the property and the desires of
the community.

Theallowed uses and the interaction between them,
may be intentional or have developed over time
iIndependent of formal review.




FOREST MANAGEMENT
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WHY MANAGE




To improve the usage of the forest for recreation or some other use;

* To provide wildlife habitat conditions underrepresented across the
y landscape;
M an ag e | To address a threat (invasive plants, climate change, EAB);

To generate income to be used for a conservation purpose (road/trail
building or stabilization, invasive species management, timber stand

improvement, access or educational infrastructure) or resources for a
town project;




Habitat, Forest Health and
Threats

" Modern forest management can actively create
forests which are more diverse, more closely

resembl e ool d growt ho nd feature habi
conditions which are uncommon across the
landscape;

r Active management can also provide a proactive
response to issues that threaten forest health,
like EAB (and other pests and pathogens) and
climate change,;




